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New bulbs are toxic!5 - MINUTE
UPDATE

Who knew what, when?
NZ First leader Winston Peters has been forced to 

backtrack on the Owen Glenn donation story, and 
admit that he did benefit from a $100,000 handout 
two years ago.

The issue was broken by the NZ Herald newspaper 
last week, but re-emerged last night after Peters’ law-
yer Brian Henry advised the NZ First leader about the 
donation.

It appears Peters was unaware of the money, be-
cause it was one of a number of contributions made 
by donors towards paying his outstanding legal fees, 
and the arrangement was not someting Peters was 
privy to, according to Henry in media reports.

Win a free double pass to see Prince Caspian
In association with RBG group, Investigate can offer 
five double passes to see the acclaimed second install-
ment in the Narnia series, Prince Caspian.
To enter, simply be one of the first to subscribe to our 
new weekly newspaper, TGIF Edition, which you can 
read about over the page.
Having seen Prince Caspian, we can highly recom-
mend it.

• Mercury vapour: 
US authorities don’t rec-
ommend use in children’s 
rooms or over carpeted ar-
eas because of toxic hazard 

• Damage to houses: 
despite NZ government as-
surances, the latest scientific 
tests in the US prove the 
mercury in one broken 
bulb can irreparably con-
taminate a carpet. In the 
US insurance companies 
are refusing to cover the 

greater, this is based on 
ideal laboratory condi-
tions. Some bulbs have 
died within 12 months in 
household use

• RF Interference: 
Household CFLs are widely 
known to cause interfer-
ence to wireless networks, 
electronic appliances, hot 
water cylinders and cordless 
phones

• Power disruptions: 
NZ Government brief-

cost of replacing carpets
• Fire risk: It is 

normal for CFL bulbs to 
physically burn up at the 
end of their natural life. Al-
though rare, in some cases 
this has led to house fires

• Toxic smoke: the 
burnt plastic and gases 
emitted when lights burn 
out are carcinogenic

• Lifespan: Although 
many bulbs claim 6,000 
hours (five years’ use) or 

ing papers disclose major 
concerns that CFLs could 
cause regular widespread 
power outages because of a 
peculiar side-effect known 
as harmonic distortion

• Cost of disposal: 
Some US states now require 
homeowners to drive old 
CFL bulbs to a special recy-
cling centre to avoid con-
taminating the environment

  More in the latest issue. 
For more articles >>>

A Labour and Green Party initiative to ban ordinary incandescent light bulbs if they win the election could 
cost ordinary households thousands of dollars and have major safety implications for children and pregnant 
women. IAN WISHART has the story about new energy efficient light bulbs that the Government has kept 
off the public radar
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New national newspaper to launch

The publishers of Investi-
gate magazine are about to 
turn the newspaper busi-
ness on its head, with the 
launch of a new national 
weekly “paperless” newspa-
per, TGIF Edition.

The project, which pro-
vides a traditional news-
paper layout but in a PDF 
format, means readers can 
have the paper delivered 
straight to their email in-
box, rather than a standard 
mailbox.

The move is not only 
more convenient for sub-
scribers - providing instant 
access to the latest break-
ing news and features from 
New Zealand and around 
the world - but is also 
environmentally friendly 
- minimising energy usage 
and paper production.

“As long term readers of 
Investigate will know,” says 
publisher Ian Wishart, “our 
company has been on the 
web since the late 1990s.

“We have always main-
tained and grown our 
internet presence, recognis-
ing early on that it was a 
fantastic mechanism for 
delivering news and current 
affairs content.

“The recent uptake of 
high speed broadband in 
New Zealand and around 
the world has pushed 
the industry to a tipping 
point that will change the 
news publishing industry 
forever.”

Wishart says the new 
newspaper will take “full 
advantage” of digital tech-
nology to bring an en-
hanced news experience to 

readers.
“At the moment, while 

ordinary newspapers obvi-
ously have interactive web-
sites, you actually have to 
remember to go to the site 
and check for updates.

“With TGIF, the news-
paper comes to you in an 
ordinary PDF format. You 
don’t have to go browsing 
for it, and you don’t have to 
wait for each page to load, 
which slows the internet 
experience down. You don’t 
require special software to 
read it.

“We’ve secured the rights 
to some of the top news 
and photo agencies in the 
world.  As part of the pack-
age, we can also access TV 
news video footage.

“That means when you 
read a story in TGIF, a 
hyperlink can take you 
straight to video of the 
event in question.

“The weather forecasts 
will always be current, 
because they’re linked 
through to 24/7 weather 
bureaux.

“If a major news story 
breaks during our produc-
tion time, we can very 
easily email out updated 
versions of the newspaper 
direct to readers, at no extra 
cost.

“In effect, TGIF will be 
putting the world at your 
fingertips, saving you an 
awful lot of browsing time.”

But perhaps the most 
important factor, says 
Wishart, is the content.

“For years, people have 
complained about the 
percieved bias of the tradi-

tional news media. One of 
the reasons Investigate has 
been successful is because 
it provides news from a 
more independent view-
point than the mainstream 
media.

“TGIF is not an online 
version of Investigate. That 
magazine specialises in 
long format feature stories. 
TGIF is a newspaper. Its 
stories will be newspaper 
length. But we will be 
tackling issues from the 
perspective that our readers 
value: challenging, digging, 
testing claims.

“With more than 25 
years in the news busi-
ness, we have a depth of 
knowledge and experience 
that stretches across the 
Muldoon, Lange, Palmer, 
Moore, Bolger, Shipley 
and Clark years combined. 
That’s institutional memory 
that many current journal-
ists simply don’t have.”

Wishart says the new 
paper will be reader-driven, 
not advertiser driven.

“While advertisers are 
very important to us in 
the media, and they play a 
substantial role in boosting 
awareness of new products, 
we have designed TGIF 
first and foremost to be a 
newspaper dedicated to the 
needs of its readers.

“To achieve that, however, 
we need as many people as 
possible to subscribe.

“The more people who 
sign up for this first month, 
the stronger the signal you 
will send to politicians and 
other media that you want 
your voice to be heard, and 

your concerns reflected in 
news coverage.”

Wishart says the addition 
of another newspaper to 
the country’s media will 
help provide balance.

TGIF will be dispatched 
to inboxes on Friday 
evenings. Because it’s be-
ing delivered by email it 
will be New Zealand’s first 
truly-nationwide weekly 
newspaper, available in any 
town or homestead with an 

internet connection.
As a Friday paper, it is not 

a direct competitor with 
the Sunday papers.

At a cost of only $3 a 
month, however, the sav-
ings from cutting out the 
middlemen and from not 
having to wipe out entire 
forests or print it, are passed 
directly to subscribers.

“If you purchase one of 
the Sunday papers from the 
newsstand, not only do you 

have the cost of travel and 
your time, but it’ll cost you 
between $10 and $12.50 a 
month,” said Wishart.

“In contrast, for $3, TGIF 
is only 1/3 to 1/4 of the cost.

“We’re appealing to 
everyone reading this to at 
least try TGIF for a month, 
so you can really see what 
we’re capable of delivering.”

To order your first 
month’s subscription to 
TGIF, click here

Publishers of Investigate throw down gauntlet, with launch 
of a new national weekly newspaper at up to 75% less than 
the price of other weekly papers
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Secret briefing leaked to TGIF
WELLINGTON - The Ministry of 
Health has been forced to make an 
embarrassing backdown after cir-
culating false information to doc-
tors and medical centres in support 
of a new immunization campaign. 
The revelation comes in confidential 
memoranda leaked to TGIF Edi-
tion, detailing plans for the rollout of 
next year’s childhood immunization 
schedule.

At the heart of the controversy 
is the inclusion of the new vaccine, 
Prevenar, to tackle pneumococcal 
meningitis, a rare form of meningi-
tis. To put the “epidemic” in perspec-
tive, of 139,000 deaths over the past 
five years from 2000 to 2004, only 
12 people died from pneumococ-
cal disease. Expressed another way, 
that’s roughly 1 out of every 12,000 
deaths in New Zealand. Even so, 
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IOWA - The massive storm system 
pounding the United States this past 
24 hours with tornados, thunder-
storms and floods has left 81 peo-
ple dead and civil defence officials 
reeling.

Marc Holley was among the last 
residents allowed to return home to 
his city’s hardest-hit neighborhood, 
where flooding reached roofs.

The water ruined everything on 
his first floor, rearranging furniture 
and leaving behind mud, mold and 
a thick stench.

“I almost wish it had been a 
tornado instead, so we could sift 
through everything and just start 
over,” he said Friday.

The most widespread damage 
from flooding across the Midwest 
this week occurred in Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa. At least 10,000 people 
were evacuated in low-lying areas, 
and city officials prevented many of 
them from going home until now 
because of safety concerns.

Little looting was reported, but 
the downtown streets looked ran-
sacked, as if some giant drawer had 
been upended, its contents shaken 
out then dragged through the mud. 
Out-of-state disaster response trucks 
arrived to clean flooded hotels, banks 
and city buildings.

Meanwhile, service centers opened 
to help residents apply for aid from 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. Shelters provided 
thousands of free meals, and resi-
dents looked for rental housing.

“Right now, we’re just at the 
recovery and cleanup point,” said 
city spokesman Dave Koch. 

“We didn’t have a chance!” - storm survivor

The travel plans of thousands are on 
ice this weekend after heavy snow-
falls in the south and fog-fronts in 
the north.

Wellington Airport says 48 flights 
had to be cancelled in and out of the 
city today because of a pea-souper 

refusing to budge. Weather ana-
lyst Shea Whitford told TGIF the 
sea-fog is the result of a high-pres-
sure system trapped over the lower 
north island between two intense 
lows pounding both the south island 
and the Auckland, Waikato and Bay 

Flight disruptions looming this weekend
of Plenty regions. In Christchurch, 
passengers are bunking down in 
the terminals waiting for a break in 
the weather, while further south in 
Dunedin the airport has been closed 
by snow and ice.

For video coverage, click here

TGIFEXCLUSIVE

according to the Ministry of Health 
the disease is more common than 
the meningococcal version we’ve all 
heard so much about, which pre-
sumably makes MeNZB very rare.

In a document detailing the 2008 
infant vaccine schedule, and slugged 
“Confidential”, Ministry of Health 
policy analyst Vikki Cheer reveals 
that next year babies are to receive 
four [continued here]
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PETERS FEELING HEAT
NZ First leader Winston Peters is continu-
ing to play word games over the Owen
Glenn donation controversy. Peters now
admits he recieved $100,000, but
denies being aware. [More]

OBAMA’S BOGUS BIRTH RECORD
US Democratic presidential hopeful Bar-
rack Obama’s birth certificate continues
to be dissected by bloggers, amid suspi-
cions the document is a fake. [More]

FUEL PRICES DROP 10c
Petrol prices have tumbled ten cents a
litre in the wake of another round of falls
on the spot markets. Shell and Gull led
the way locally. [More]

POLICE MINISTER BITES BACK
Police Minister Annette King has tried to
brush aside the revelations in the book
Absolute Power with a form letter. [More]

ON THE

INSIDE

LIFE ON MARS?
NASA photographs suggest water
flowed here - but did life? Page 4

IRANIAN EXECUTIONS
The hangings continue inside Iran,
amidst silence from the West Page 6

GREENS DENY DIRTY TRICKS
The Green Party is denying responsibility
for leaked emails, Page 7

PLEASE NOTE: The above is a low-resolution mock-up. It contains filler-stories indicative 
only of how the newspaper will look

Weekend Warriors:
The Urewera Raids
When heavily-armed police 
arrested 17 people on 
October 15th 2007, accus-
ing them of participating 
in “quasi-military” train-
ing camps in the Urewera 
mountains, most New 
Zealanders were shocked. 
When stories began to cir-
culate of molotov cocktails, 
IRA and Al Qa’ida manu-

als, automatic weapons 
and sniper’s rifles, talk of 
political assassinations and 
of bombing campaigns 
– most found it too hard to 
believe. 
All of those arrested have 
since maintained silence 
or protested their inno-
cence. Activists such as 
John Minto, Keith Locke 

and Nandor Tanczos 
quickly jumped to defend 
the “Urewera 17” as they 
soon became known. Every 
shocking charge was met 
with a counter claim, or 
was ignored. Every sinister 
explanation of the arrestees 
activities was met with talk 
of “survival training” or 
camps for “at risk” youth. 

When the police were 
denied permission by the 
Attorney General to press 
charges under the Terror-
ism Suppression Act, many 
claimed vindication. The 
police had over-reacted. A 
few people playing soldiers 
up in the Bay of Plenty 
backblocks had been blown 
up out of all proportion.
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BEST OF THE BLOGS
Winston Peters and Labour’s money-man
David Farrar makes a prosecutorial case for his claim 
that NZ First leader Winston Peters has failed to tell 
the whole truth about the $100,000 pay-off from La-
bour’s money-man, Owen Glenn 
Read it on Kiwiblog

Ice Ice Baby
The cracks in the climate change industry are getting 
wider, with a key figure in developing the Kyoto Proto-
col now speaking out against carbon trading schemes
Read it on No Minister

Does God exist?
US theologian William Lane Craig recently spoke 
to packed lecture theatres at Auckland University 
in a debate about the existence of God
See it on M&M

Presumed Guilty
Auckland lawyer Catriona MacLennan wants 
changes to rape trials so that the accused must 
prove their innocence, rather than the Crown 
prove them guilty. The proposal has many con-
cerned.
Read it on Keeping Stock

Now, the 17, (plus three 
more arrested since) face 
only firearms charges. 
Public attention has moved 
onto more pressing matters 
like the rising cost of fuel 
and the upcoming General 
Election.
Several questions remain 
unanswered however. Who 
were these people and what 
were they actually doing 

Larry Printz finds Jaguar’s 
XKR convertible: exquisite, 
exhilarating, exasperating

To paraphrase William 
Shakespeare (and, much 
later, Gene Pitney), true 
love never runs smooth. 
This famous bon mot best 
summarizes my week spent 
with a Jaguar XKR convert-
ible parked in my driveway.

The XKR is bewitching, 
particularly when the top 
goes down. It retains that 
allure even when it fails to 
start. But more on that later.

The first morning that I 
pulled into work - top down, 
shades on, Chris Isaak sing-
ing, “Baby Did a Bad Bad 
Thing” - a female co-worker 
approached the car and said, 
“I just have to tell you that 
you look really hot.”

And they say clothes 
don’t make the man.

But such is life with this 
cat. Consider it automotive 
Botox, a $254,990 face-lift 
that you can drive.

The XKR is the perform-
ance version of the Jaguar XK, 
itself a descendant of such 
legendary Jags as the XK-120, 
XK-E, XJ-S and XK8.

Like those cars’ strong 
looks, its beauty is hard 
to deny, from the gently 
flowing lines that run from 
front to back to the ag-
gressive front grille. Jaguar 
loyalists will see more hints 
of Aston Martin in the 
XKR’s styling than tradi-
tional Jaguar cues. This is 
especially true of the verti-
cal brushed-metal trim just 
aft of the front wheels, a 
detail nicked straight from 
an Aston.

But styling heritage 
becomes pointless once you 
get behind the wheel. To a 
very real extent, this is one 
of the finest Jaguars ever 
made.

The XKR takes the XK’s 
performance and turns it 
up a notch. While both 
cars are fitted with a 4.2-
litre V8, the XKR boasts 
a supercharger, boosting 
horsepower from 300 to 
420. The additional horse-
power alone is enough to 
power most economy cars.

The XKR moves like a 
scalded cat.

Jaguar claims a 0-100 
km/h in five seconds, fast 

with illegal weapons up in 
the Ureweras? Why were 
Maori activists (many with 
extensive criminal records 
and gang connections) 
allegedly playing wargames 
with young urban, mainly 
pakeha “peace” and envi-
ronmental activists? Who 
brought them together? 
What was their common 
purpose?

enough to get to the next 
traffic light quicker than 
most of your fellow drivers.

But this car is more sub-
lime than pure numbers. 
Just listen to the exquisitely 
tuned rumble from the ex-
haust or the delicate whine 
of the supercharger; this is 
a symphony fit for Royal 
Albert Hall.

Or appreciate the effort-
less performance of 420 
horsepower, with a six-
speed automatic transmis-
sion changing gears just 

when you want it to. (You 
can shift manually for a 
more aggressive driving 
style.) While the XKR will 
handle most sports car 
chores, it is not a hard-
edged sports car. It can take 
a corner without fuss, but 
you can feel this vehicle’s 
weight.

The interior envelops oc-
cupants in a sea of leather, 
wood and metal trim, 
along with the appropri-
ate luxuries one expects in 
this class, from nav system, 

advanced audio system and 
power everything, to park-
ing sensors and a host of air 
bags. There’s even a smart 
key, so the driver never has 
to remove the key fob from 
purse or pocket to unlock 
the car.

To start the car, just hit 
the starter button. To open 
the trunk, touch the small 
rubber pad under the trunk 
lip. It’s all operated electri-
cally.

Unfortunately, this is 
where true love gets tested.

Classic Jaguars have long 
had a reputation for their 
quirky Lucas electrical 
systems, one that’s inspired 
a number of jokes. (My 
favorite: Why do the Brit-
ish drink warm beer? They 
have Lucas refrigerators.)

But Jaguar has long ban-
ished Lucas to the dustbin 
of history. Recent Jaguars 
have fared well in reliability 
surveys because their elec-
trical systems now are (read 
more in the latest issue...) 

Jaguar XKR
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